Land Use

Ramsey Farm Auction:

242 acres including 100 acres of prime farmland, 42 acres of wooded ravine along a lakeshore and 100 acres of forest. Parcels will be sold in a minimum of 10-acre lots.  The top bidder on a parcel has the option of purchasing an adjacent 10-acre parcel for the bid price. Opening bid is $10,000 for each 10-acre tract.  Bids will increase in increments of $1000.  The auction will continue until all of the land is sold.

Background: 

The land is located along the edge of the town of Lazyfield.  The lake adjacent to the property is a source of recreation for the town, bringing in tourist business throughout the year.  The town has a population of 640,000 and is a growing community, doubling its size in the last twenty-five years.

Procedure:

1. Each group should decide if they want to bid on all of the acreage or certain parcels of land. List the parcels your group will bid on and explain why. (5 pts)

2. Make a transparency that represents the thinking and planning behind the decision of how much land to bid on and where it is located. (2 pts)

Analysis:

1. Consider what uses are adjacent to one another.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of the outcome of the auction? (6 pts)

2. Could the land truly be used for these purposes and in a cooperative manner that lends itself to meeting the needs of the larger community? Explain. (3 pts)

