WELCOME TO ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE !

      I HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED THAT YOU HAVE SELECTED THE NEW AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE COURSE FOR THE 2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR.  IT IS IMPORTANT FOR YOU TO CONSIDER WHY YOU ARE TAKING THIS COURSE.  IF YOUR PRIMARY REASON IS A DESIRE TO ACCEPT AN INTELLECTUAL CHALLENGE, TO TAKE A SUPERIOR SCIENCE COURSE,  AND/ OR TO “PASS” THE AP EXAM, THEN AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE CAN MEET THESE GOALS.  IF YOUR PRIMARY GOAL IS TO OBTAIN CREDIT FOR A COLLEGE LEVEL LABORATORY SCIENCE COURSE, CONTACT THE COLLEGES YOU ARE LIKELY TO ATTEND TO SEE IF THEY ACCEPT AP GRADES FOR CREDIT.  BE SURE TO ASK WHAT GRADES THEY REQUIRE FOR MAJORS AND NONMAJORS IN INTRODUCTORY COURSES.                    

     COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR AN AP SCIENCE CLASS ARE IN EXCESS OF A NORMAL HONORS COURSE.  THERE IS A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF MATERIAL TO COVER AND A LOT OF WORK TO DO.  SUCCESS IN THIS COURSE WILL DEPEND ON YOUR MOTIVATION, ABILITY TO READ, ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS,  GOOD WRITING HABITS, AND THE PRIORITY YOU GIVE TO THIS COURSE.  I WILL MOVE QUICKLY THROUGH THE MATERIAL AND WE WILL NOT SLOW DOWN FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE ABSENT, NEGLECT TO DO THEIR WORK OR ARE STRUGGLING.  I WILL BE GLAD TO HELP ANYONE HAVING DIFFICULTY AT A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME.  REMEMBER, OUR GOAL IS TO HAVE EVERYONE

 SUCCEED!!!!

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. COMPLETE THE SUMMER ASSIGNMENT. READ  CHAPTERS 1,2, AND 3. 

    COMPLETE THE STUDY GUIDES AND ASSIGNED HOMEWORK.
2. COMPLETE DETAILED QUESTION GUIDED OUTLINES FOR EACH CHAPTER

     (IN CLASS).

3. COMPLETE ALL READING ASSIGNMENTS.  THIS IS VITAL !!!   TO MAINTAIN THE

NECESSARY SPEED TO COMPLETE THE COURSE, YOU MUST BE FAMILIAR     WITH  THE MATERIAL BEFORE    WE BEGIN TO  DISCUSS IT !!!  RE READING THE ASSIGNMENT OR SECTIONS OF THE ASSIGNMENT THAT WERE DIFFICULT FOR YOU WILL BE VERY HELPFUL!!!
4. THE PROJECTS -  LEAF ID - DUE AT THE END OF THE FIRST NINE WEEKS IN   

    THE FALL, OR AFTER THE EXAM IN THE SPRING - CHESAPEAKE  BAY,  

     BIOMES, DRAGONFLY POND(PARTNER) AND DEER MANAGEMENT – 

    OCCURS DURING THE FIRST NINE WEEKS OF BOTH  SEMESTERS- , AND AN

     ENERGY PRESENTATION (PARTNER) AND AN INVASIVE SPECIES POSTER – 

    DUE DURING THE SECOND NINE WEEKS OF BOTH SEMESTERS

5. FORMAL WRITTEN LAB REPORTS WITH DETAILED ANALYSIS FOR SELECTED 

    AP LABS.  THIS IS ESSENTIAL DUE TO THE FACT THAT ONE OR MORE OF

    THE ESSAY QUESTIONS ON THE AP EXAM MAY INVOLVE ALL OR PART OF

    ANY  OF THE LAB ACTIVITIES. 

6.REVIEW SESSIONS IN THE SPRING, MOST LIKELY AFTER SCHOOL, AT

    MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIMES.   THE DATE OF THE EXAM IS MONDAY
   MAY 2, 2011.

ASSESSMENT

  1. CLASS DISCUSSIONS - ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO COME TO CLASS

      PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE READING ASSIGNMENT WITH FAMILIARITY.


2. THE PROJECTS (10%).

3. AP STYLE, FREE RESPONSE, GRADED QUESTIONS - PART OF THE LAB  GRADE.        


4. LABORATORY ACTIVITIES (15%)

5. WEEKLY /BIWEEKLY QUIZZES ON TWO OR THREE CHAPTERS (25%).


6. UNIT TESTS - SIMILAR IN STYLE TO THE AP EXAM - 50 MULTIPLE CHOICE

     QUESTIONS AND TWO TO FOUR BROAD SCOPE ESSAY QUESTIONS.  TESTS 

     WILL COVER MULTIPLE CHAPTERS (FIVE OR MORE)- (40%).


7. HOMEWORK (10%)
                     AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE LABS

1.  INTRODUCTORY ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL


2. THE DYNAMICS OF PLATE TECTONICS

3. THE ROCK CYCLE AND SOIL FORMATION

          4. ENVIRONMENTAL INFLUENCES ON POPULATION DISTRIBUTION

5. FIELD POPULATION STUDIES

          6. HUMAN POPULATION DEMOGRAPHICS

7. SOIL ANALYSIS

8. ENERGY CONSUMPTION

          9.  AIR POLLUTION

         10. TOXICITY TESTING

         11. WATER QUALITY TESTING

         12. WATER/WASTEWATER TREATMENT

         13. SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

         14. THE GREENHOUSE EFFECT

         15. ACID DEPOSITION

         16. THE EFFECTS OF RADIATION ON GROWTH

